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NOVEMBER MEETING
Wednesday, November 13, 2013 - 10 a.m. in the Oakland Family History Library Meeting Room
EXPLORING GENEALOGY UNCOVERS SURPRISES - Speaker: Joan Morris
Joan Morris is a journalist on staff at the Bay Area Newspaper Group. A newspaper article about the dedication
of a statue in Boonville, MO, sent to her by an uncle, turned up many surprises. Joan has been most generous to
accept our invitation to visit us and tell us about her trip to Missouri, a family reunion, and some amazing
information she has been able to uncover in her family tree.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE !
DECEMBER MEETING
Wednesday, December 11, 2013 - 10 a.m. in the Oakland Family History Library Meeting Room
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE PARTY
Ho, Ho, Ho! Time to dust off the cookie sheet, rummage through that recipe book and mix up a batch of your
favorite cookies to share with members at our annual Cookie Exchange. This is always a fun and enjoyable
holiday event.
We are also asking that you bring an artifact or a photograph relating to your family tree and tell us about it. It
is always fun and inspiring to share family stories.
Looking forward to all those delicious cookies and to seeing many of you at our December Meeting!

WISHING EVERYONE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING YOU JOY , PROSPERITY, LESS
BRICK WALLS, AND MORE EXCITING DISCOVERIES!
Looking back at September: Our program on Rosie the Riveter certainly drew a lot of members and guests.
Lucien Sonder provided an informative overview of The WWII Home Front National Historical Park and their
wonderful "Rosie's Girls" summer program for young girls. Thank goodness this was scheduled for September
before our government "went on vacation"!
Looking Back at October: Patrick Lofft provided many useful suggestions for "Searching Beyond the
Census"...or, where to look to back up and follow up on information found in the census. The 1890 Veterans
Census, Fold3 for military records, city directories found on Ancestry.com, Google newspaper archives and
Google Books, and Findagrave.com were only some of the resources that may provide further information on
your ancestors.
EBGS NEWS:
We are working on programs for the upcoming year. Some suggestions were: Organizing Your Files and
Records and Culling Your Files. Information we could all benefit from, I'm sure! Finding someone to put on
such a program is a challenge and any suggestions would certainly be welcome! If you have any ideas or
suggestions for future programs please contact Carolyn Storm - she will be most delighted to hear from you.
Please make the following corrections to your recent Roster:
Jean Christie: Add phone number: (510) 530-0736
Carolyn Sherfy: new address: 641 Central Park Place, Brentwood, CA 94513
Phone number and email remain the same.
IN MEMORIUM:
We are saddened to inform you that our President, Sally Stevens, lost her husband on September 26, 2013.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Sally and her family.
David Stevens was born in Safford, AZ November 18, 1931. He earned a BS in Applied Mathematics
from the California Institute of Technology, and Masters from U. C. Berkeley, and later, a PhD. While
in the Navy he reached the rank of Lieutenant. He loved all kinds of music, travelling, games and
puzzles. He worked for many years as a computer programmer at the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory.
Dave and Sally were married for 53 years and had one son, one daughter and two grandchildren.
UPCOMING EVENTS - Mark your calendars
Oakland Family History Library
In addition to the regular monthly classes and workshops listed below, the Oakland FHC offers many free
classes throughout the year. Check their website - www.oaklandfhc.org
Oakland FHC Free Classes and Workshops - No Pre-registration Required
African-American Research Workshop
4th Wednesday each month
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
MacGen Workshop
2nd Wednesday each month
10 am
MacGen Meeting
3rd Saturday each month
1:30 pm
Ancestry Day - San Francisco 2013: Presented by California Genealogical Society and Amcestry.com.
Saturday, November 9, 2013 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Hyatt Regency San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, San
Francisco, CA. Check their website for further information: CaliforniaAncestors.org

San Mateo County Genealogical Society: Fall Seminar, Saturday, November 2, 2013, Featured speaker, Curt
Witcher. For more information: www.smcgs.org
ITEMS OF INTEREST
Ohio Research: Visit the Ohio State Library's Digital and Special Collections page for a list of links to
materials relevant to genealogical research. Check the library's very helpful guide to Genealogical and
Historical Sources in Ohio State Documents which is located at:
http://library.ohio.gov/sites/default/files/Ohio.docs.gen.sources.pdf.
Ohio Digital Resource Commons http://drc.ohiolink.edu/ includes materials from universities and colleges
throughout the state. Be sure to click on the links to the individual universities that participate or you will miss
the majority of the collections.
Looking for Newspaper archives Online?: Wikipedia.com has a lengthy list of online newspaper archives to
choose from. Foreign, U. S. or individual states, or cities, take your choice. Most have a notation as to whether
they are Free or you must Pay (subscribe) and mention the dates available It is certainly worth your time to
browse!
GATHERING OF PEARLS
One day I had a pearl dropped into my hands. It was a log of sailing journeys, the name of the ships and
destinations around the world with some comments. This log had been written by my granddaughter's great,
great grandfather, Frederick Thomas Hall. In 1809 at the age of seventy-nine years he wrote his journal, he
noted, "for the benefit of my family."
Frederick Thomas Hall's journal told of his ship sinking in a disastrous storm off the shore of England, where
only he and his father made it to shore before his father died. Another time on another ship, Frederick, his
captain and his captain's son escaped a sinking ship off Halifax, Nova Scotia and of the three, only he survived.
After returning to England, Frederick decided to go back to Halifax, visit the family he had stayed with and
claim the young daughter, Didamia, as his bride. Eventually Frederick Hall settled in Rockport, Massachusetts.
I interviewed grandpa, Col. Robert M. Hall, who remembered his grandfather. Bob supplied me with copies of
the log and the story of Fred and his bride, Didamia. Other bits of information included were a few pictures and
his own military record.
On a visit to Salt Lake City, I studied city directories and census records. The information helped me put
together a small booklet for my granddaughter, her aunts, uncle and cousins. After that I made another booklet
on Col. Robert Hall and his becoming a doctor while in the military.
Writing small stories brings people to life and you begin to feel you know them. So try writing about what you
have learned about your ancestors a little bit at a time.
Submitted by Barbara Parkin.
The information on the next two pages are "gleaned" from San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society's
Bulletin, Nov. 2013.

VENTURA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA - A Thumbnail Sketch
Considered part of the Greater Los Angeles Area, Ventura County is located in southern California on the
Pacific Coast. Originally, the area was home to the Chumash tribe of Native Americans.
The area has been occupied by Spain and then Mexico prior to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which
formally transferred California to the United States in 1848.
Ventura County was incorporated in 1873 and was formerly the southern part of Santa Barbara County. The
county seat is the city of Ventura (officially known as San Buenaventura). As of the 2010 census, the
population was 823,318.
Ventura county is well known for its sugar beet factories and oil refineries.
The northern section of the county has some of the most rugged and inaccessible wilderness area remaining in
California and all part of the Las Padres National Forest.
County Clerk and Recorders Office
800 South Ventura Avenue
Ventura, CA 93009
Ph: 805-654-2263 - County Clerk
Ph: 805-654-3665 - Recorders Office
Museum of Ventura County
100 East Main Street
Ventura, CA 93009
Ph: 805-653-0323
Hrs: Tuesday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The museum's research library has an extensive collection spanning the history of Ventura County, city
directories, biographies, manuscripts, newspapers of the county, maps, historical photographs, postcards, etc.
Ventura County Library
646 County Square Drive
Ventura, CA 93003
Ph: 805-477-7331
Learn more:
Pioneers of Arroyo Grande, CA - by Patricia Loomis and Nary Mueller
The Letters of Jose Senan O.F.M. Mission San Buenaventura 1796 - 1823 by Lesley Editor Simpson
Santa Susana - Images of America/Arcadia Publ. - by Bill Appleton
Ventura County Veterans - WWII to Vietnam - Images of America/Arcadia Publ. - by Jeanette Jauregui

